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THE CONDUCTORS OF THE GOSPEL MESSENGER 
TO ITS PATRONS AND FRIENDS. 


Time has brought us to the commencement of the Seventh Volume of our work. 
We confess we are surprised that its existence has been so long prolonged. It is 
true the Church in this diocese needs a Periodical, adapted to its peculiar circum- 
stances, for the instruction and stirring up of its members, and for communicating 
intelligence with which they ought to be acquainted, in which it might be reason- 
ably expected they would take an interest; intelligence which in this changeable 
world is constantly occurring; but when we consider the apathy which we are 
sorry to have to say does prevail, as to the interest of man’s moral and spiritual 
nature, we cannot be disappointed by the limited patronage of our humble work. 
The periodicals devoted to science and literature, to politics and worldly business, 
flourish, but those whose object is instruction and persuasion in reference to the life 
beyond the grave, with very few exceptions, drag on a lingering existence, and in- 
deed could not be sustained if their Editors did not serve gratuitously, their printers 
at reduced rates, and a few large-hearted individuals did not come forward and pay 
not for their own copies only, but for those by which other people are enlightened, 
and it may be, through God’s blessing, saved. Of course we do not complain ot 
our subscribers. On the contrary, we thank them sincerely, and in particular for 
their example, while we regret that it is not imitated. 

We have never claimed any merit for this work, except so far as it has been en- 
riched by contributions from our Correspondents, which would have done credit to 
any work, and especially by some Sermons among the best, as we conceive, that 
have ever appeared in our country, and indeed in our age. But the necessity of 
a publication, in which the Protestant Episcopal Church may be heard in her own 
defence when assailed, in which her principles may be brought to the view of the 
public in general, and not !eft hidden in those large volumes which are now so sel- 
dom opened, and in which it may be seen what she is doing for the benefit of her 
members, and the Evangelizing ofthe world, and, in particular, the proceedings of 
our own diocese and religious Societies, do, in our judgment, constitute a sufficient 
motive for assisting in keeping up ‘‘ The Gospel Messenger,” atthe small expense to 
each individual of less than a cent per day. Some of our friends have expressed a 
wish that a weekly paper might be substituted, but the utter impracticability of so 
expensive an undertaking will, we trust, induce them to-yield their inclinations and 
to unite with us in doing, in this respect, what we can. Death, removai, in a 
few instances, necéssity, and in more instances inattention to what we conceive are 
our reasonable claims on their favour, and continued assistance, have occasioned 
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the loss of several of our subscribers. We respectfully invite those who have given 
notice of an intention to withdraw from this charity, to reconsider the subject, and 
if, of their appropriation for the advancement of religion, they can spare nothing, 
or rather if the requisitions on their charity fund are all more urgent than those of 
“The Gospel Messenger,” then we must abide the result., We respectfully invite 
our friends, in particular the Clergy, to come to our help, with their names and 
their influence, and we promise, if suitably encouraged by a large subscription list, 
to give the work more of our time and best efforts, and to endeavour to render it 
both interesting and instructive. 
— 
SERMON NO. XLVII. 


ANEW-YEAR’S SERMON. 
3d Epistle of John, 2. 


‘ Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even 
as thy soul prospereth.”’ 





t 


Tuts Epistle is addressed to Gaius, a beloved friend and convert 
of the amiable John. It is remarkable for its beautiful simplicity, 
and the affectionate expression it contains of the feelings of an 
evangelist towards an eminent disciple of Christ. I know not a 
more interesting specimen of epistolary excellence in the sacred 
volume. One of its beauties J have selected for your present con- 
templation: ‘ Beloved, I wish above all things, that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” 

One can scarcely conceive a more tender expression of good 
wishes than is couched in these few words. While we read them 
we are forcibly impressed with the courteousness of Christianity. 
In every civilized state, mankind have smoothed the rough manners 
of savage nature by the adoption of certain civilities in their inter- 
course with each other. The condescending and courteous de- 
meanor, the obliging and respectful address, the reciprocation of 
good wishes on new and joyous occasions, are every where found 
where human nature is found ina state of improvement. ‘To these 
civilities, which prevent many of the evils, and adorn and heighten 
all the pleasures of society, Christianity is favourable. It teaches 
not enly the moral virtues, but also the decencies of life. Indeed we 
can hardly coneeive of heaven, as a state of order, dignity and beau- 
ty, without supposing an uninterrupted attention to decorum and 
urbanity among its exalted inhabitants. Of these, therefore, the 
Gospel of the amiable Redeemer is highly promotive. In its ex- 
cellent instructions for improving our nature, it requires us to be 
courteous. Those rude spirits who trample upon good manners, 
and affect to despise the civilities of life, are as far removed from 
the spirit of the Scriptures as they are from the true loveliness of 
the human character. A good man will endeavour to be a pleasant 
one. He will cultivate, without affectation, those amiable decen- 
cies of behaviour in his intercourse with his fellow-beings, for which 
the worthies whose memories the spirit of God has honoured in the 
sacred volume, were uniformly distinguished. When David sent 
messengers to Nabal in Carmel, these were the instructions he gave 
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them: “ Thus shall ye say to him who dwelleth in prosperity— 
Peace be to thee, and peace be to thine house, and peace be to all 
that thou hast.” A very beautiful specimen of the decorum and 
urbanity of the patriarchal manners, surpassed only by this of St. 
John, in my text: “ Beloved, I wish above all things that thou 
mayst prosper, and be in health even as thy soul prospereth.” 

Health and prosperity the evangelist wishes to the well-beloved 
Gaius. But, you will observe, it is the prosperity of his friend’s 
soul in which he chiefly rejoices. ‘“‘I have no greater joy,” says 
he, ‘than to hear that my children Walk in the truth.” He writes 
as a Christian who justly estimated the value of health and tempo- 
ral blessings, but at the same time knew that without spiritual pros- 
perity they were unsatisfactory and delusive goods. And what, in- 
deed are all the joys and hopes of this transient life, compared 
with the great and everlasting interests of the soul—interests which 
the great God has been careful to secure at the expense of the blood 
of his ever-blessed Son. Consider your souls a moment as immor- 
tal, surviving the wreck of these frail bodies, which must crumble 
into dust, and destined to be happy or miserable through the end- 
less duration of eternity. Compare the riches, honours and plea- 
sures, yea, the durable riches and delight reserved with Christ for 
the faithful in the kingdom of the Father, with the short-lived plea- 
sures and perishable boons of this mutable existence. Do this, and 
answer these solemn and memorable queries’ of the Redeemer: 
‘* What shall it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul, or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul.” 

The happiness of being in a state of spiritual prosperity, is im- 
pressively manifested by the transitoriness of this vain life, and all 
its joys. Health, and temporal blessings, are evanescent. At 
every moment they are liable to be destroyed. Yea, this proba- 
tionary existence, in which we have to work out our salvation, is 
not a constant or durable state. It is fleeting as the breath of ze- 
phyr. Day steals on day, season succeeds to season, year after year 
elapses, till as a dream when one awaketh out of sleep, our portion 
under the sun is vanished; and we are gone—gone forever from all 
the hopes and enjoyments to which we have vainly rivetted our 
affections, and gone to meet the untried realities of eternity! Yes, 
we must presently be brought to a state in which we shall be divest- 
ed of every earthly good, and stand naked upon the brink of the 
grave, about to be taken to the solemn awards of the eternal world. 
Dismaying situation, if we be not covered with the righteousness 
of Christ. How happy are they who by the use of the means of 
grace, have brought upon themselves the blessings of the upper, un- 
failing spring. How far from embracing the chief welfare of man, 
must that benediction be which would bestow upon a child, a friend, 
or any human being, the riches, honours and pleasures of the world, 
and be indifferent whether their souls prospered. 

It is with difficulty that the minds of men are raised to an appre- 
hension and proper estimation of their chief good. While they 
continue in this life, the possession of the present moment deludes 
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them into a confident expectation of many future ones. The lively 
impression of sensible objects, the passions of nature, and the ex- 
amples ef others, infatuate them with the pleasure and pursuits of 
the world. Inadvertant, through their infatuation, they forget that 
they are mortal. Absorbed in present cares, and blind through the 
fall, they lift not their attention to the remote, yet incomparably 
great interests of the eternal state. Yet is the care of the soul the 
priacipal end of the present being. We have received this state of 
the Almighty, as introductory to a better one. Our business here 
is to lead lives of faith and obedience, and to acquire a meetness 
for the inheritance of the saints in light. Do you doubt it, and 
seek a more obvious and substantial good, in wealth, or fame, or 
honour, or sensual pleasure! Time, death, and experience with 
her thousand mouths, proclaim that they are unsatisfactory, tran- 
sient, vain. Do you believe it and resolve, at some future day, to 
attend to these momentous concerns? Ah! trust not to-morrow. 
itis an old deluder, always coming, and yet always distant. Your 
life is gliding away. Defer not then to an uncertain period that 
which, undone, leaves you exposed to misery and remorse. Itisa 
strange perverseness of mankind which gladly bestows the present 
time upon trifles, and procrastinates their all-important coucerns. 
Gaius was wise. When the interesting truths of the Gospel were 
published to him, he appears gladly to have embraced them, and 
to have lived in the constant practice of all the Christian virtues and 
graces. And his amiable correspondent does in effect invite us to 
an imitation of him, by the affectionate felicitation and blessing 
upon his choice, which has led us into these meditations. 

The present is a season of joy and congratulation. We have just 
entered upon a new year. What are the events it shall bring forth 
we are unable to ascertain. But allow me, beloved, in the spirit of 
the evangelist, to wish above all things, that ye may prosper and be 
in health, and that your souls may prosper. In reviewing the 
last year, we shall find many affecting motives to diligence and 
fidelity. Swiftiy it has elapsed before we were aware of its speed— 
and alas! bas it not e’er this borne testimony in the chancery of 
heaven against me and you, that we have consumed many of 
its days in vanity. In its course too, many, very many of our dear 
friends has it carried down into the mansions of forgetfulness. 
With us they entered upon the year in health and fond expectations, 
and now they are slumbering with the dead. And who can say that 
in the year which we now ‘estively hail, we shall not be called to 
follow them? Who can feel assured that before yon sun shall again 
have accomplished his course, the thread of his own life will not be 
suapped, and he himself summoned to the bar of God. What heart 
can lie still under this solemn reflection? How awful the thought, 
that any of us should die in our sins! Let us up, and work our 
work betimes. Taught by experience how noiseless and irretrievable 
is the flight of Time, let us improve this year as it passes; and ah! 
while you rejoice in health and labour for temporal prosperity, be 
persuaded to see that your souls prosper. Perhaps even now, while 
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I am speaking to you, the mandate may have gone forth from the 
king of heaven, that some of you be gathered to your fathers. God 
grant that you go in the prosperity of your souls, and be received 
through his mercy to the pleasures and employments of his Church, 
triumphant in heaven. 

—p>— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
AN ADDRESS ON THE DUTIES OF A SERVANT. 


Among other relations of life which our blessed Lord took upon 
him, that he might be an example to men, was that of a servant. 
(Philipp. ii. 7.) It was a merciful act of condescension, since a large 
number of mankind, in every age, have been servants. Great rea- 
son have such persons to be thankful that they have so illustrious a 
pattern. Our Lord was born as a servant; not in a palace, but in 
a manger. He lived as a poor servant, for he tells us that he had 
not where to lay his head. He was treated as a servant, being de- 
spised and rejected of men. He choose the part of a servant, even 
in relation to his own Apostles: “‘Il am among you,” he says, “ as 
he that serveth,” and he did not decline the humblest office of a 
servant, for “‘ he laid aside his garments, and took a towel, and gird- 
ed himself. After that, he poured water into a bason, and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith 
he was girded.” And when St. Peter remonstrated, he answered : 
‘If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.” He died the death 
ofaslave. ‘* The Romans,” remarks Pearson, “‘ accounted cruci- 
fixion a servile punishment. When servants and freemen were alike 
involved in the same crimes, they were very careful to make a dis- 
tinction in their death, according to their condition.”” The former 
were always crucified. Among the duties ofa servant are content- 
ment in that state of life unto which it hath pleased God to call 
him, and cheerful obedience to his superiors for conscience sake. 
And was it not eminently true of our blessed Lord, that he render- 
ed unto Cesar the things that are Cesar’s’ He was meek and 
lowly in heart. He ordered himself lowly and reverently to all who 
by the providence of God were invested with authority in Church 
and State. He submitted himself not only to his parents, accord- 
ing to the flesh, but-te all-his governors, teachers, and spiritual pas- 
tors. And where shall we find such a model of contentment, with 
the allotments of divine Providence, as in him, who, amidst the sor- 
rows of the garden, and the terrors of the cross, and the agonies of 
dissolving nature, could say: “‘ The cup which my father hath given 
me, shali I not drink it? Father, not my will, but thine be done.” 

The patriarch Joseph wasan illustrious type of our blessed Lord 
Jesus Christ, persecuted and slandered by his own brethren, whom 
he yet loved even unto the end ; betrayed by men, but delivered by 
the power of God; tempted, but not overcome; exiled from the 
house of his father to a foreign land, and finally after his humilia- 
tion raised to be a great ruler. He too was solaced by the affection of 
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his own brother Benjamin, even as Jesus by that John, who leaned 
on his bosom at supper. Among other points of resemblance in 
their character and condition, it is obvious to remember that Joseph 
was aservant. With what fidelity and alacrity did he discharge his 
obligations, whether Potiphar was present or absent. In the prison, 
under unjust punishment and imputation, you find him consoled, 
doubtless, by religion, uttering no complaints, manifesting no im- 
patience, perfectly resigned to the will of God. And how inter- 
—s was his kind demeanor to his fellow-servants the butler and 
baker. 

His conduct was approved of by the Almighty, who brought him 
triumphantly, in his own good time, through all his difficulties; 
raised him to the highest honour and prosperity ; made him the hap- 
py instrument of blessing to his aged father; and prospered his 
master for his sake. The author of the book of Ecclesiasticus pro- 
nounces this encomium upon Joseph, and commemorates at the same 
time the divine mercy towards him: “ Neither was there a man born 
like unto Joseph, a governor of his brethren, a stay of the people, 
whose bones were regarded of the Lord.” When the people of 
Israel departed from Egypt to their own land, they carried up the 
embalmed body of Joseph with them. Such was their respect for 
his memory and his dying request. 

Ziba was a servant of Saul. From his sacred regard to truth, we 
may infer that he was a pious man, but from the short account of 
his life, we certainly gather that he was a good servant not only to 
Saul, but to his children for Saul’s sake. His fifteen sons and twen- 
ty servants were all cheerfully given up to the use of Mephibosheth, 
his master’s grandson. 

What good servants was Naaman, the Syrian, blessed with, who, 
when he proudly and foolishly turned from the prophet of the Lord, 
offering an infallible remedy, thus respectfully and affectionately 
came near-and spake to him: ‘My father, if the prophet had bid 
thee do some great thing, wouldst not thou have done it? How much 
rather then when he saith to thee, wash and be clean.” *“* Then went 
he down and dipped in Jordan, and was healed of his leprosy.” — 
In contrast with the amiable conduct and the religious faith which 
these heathen manifested, how shameful does the disobedience, the 
covetousness, and the falsehood of Gehazi, the Israelite, ajpear! 
Signal was the punishment of this well-insiructed but wicked ser- 
vant! What an excellent servant was he of whom the Centurion 
remarks: ‘I say to him, do this, and he doth it,” and how natu- 
ral when such a one was sick of the palsy, and ready to die, that 
his master’s solicitude should be especially excited, and that he 
should earnestly invoke in his behalf the favour of the giver of life, 
of health and of safety. 

The servants of the patriarch Abraham, were probably pious per- 
sons, for it was promiséd to him that his endeavours for their reli- 
gious improvement would be crowned with success, that they should 
‘keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment.” He was 
commanded to bring not his children only, but his servants also, 
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into covenant with God, to make them members of the Chureh, and 
we find he did so at the same time. “All that were born in the 
house, and all that were bought with his money, every maie, were 
circumcised in the self-same day.” (Genesis, sewrr: 13, 23.) One of 
these servants was charged with a very important commission, 
which he faithfully fulfilled, and it is evident that he was not unmind- 
ful of his relation to his master in heaven, for we find him repeatedly 
engaged in prayer, invoking a blessing: ‘‘O Lord God of my mas- 
ter Abraham, I pray thee send me good speed this day, and show 
kindness to my master Abraham,” and subsequently acknowledging 
with devout thankfulness the mercy of God: “‘Andthe man bowed 
down his head, and worshipped the Lord; and he said, blessed be 
the Lord God of my master Abraham, who hath not left destitute 
my master of his mercy, and histruth.”” The opportunities for re- 
ligious improvement in the house of the father of the faithful, were 
appreciated at least by some of its inmates. Happy master, not less 
happy servants! Are there not heads of families truly pious, and 
solicitous to have a house to serve the Lord, to whom this blessed 
privilege seems not to be vouchsafed? The family altar is erected, 
but too many of the household refuse to assemble around it, or they 
come unwillingly, and as if by constraint. Instruction is offered, 
but it is declined or coldly accepted, and is as seed cast upon a 
rocky soil. 

I trust there are few such servants, few who would not con- 
sider it a privilege to participate in family worship, morning and 
evening; who wait to be summoned, and when the door is 
open, enter not, because the master only invites, does not compel. 
It is right to come to the house of God, to hear his word, and the 
preaching of his ministers. It is right to seek the instruction which 
Sunday School teachers, and other capable pious persons are wil- 
ling to give you. But if God has been pleased to place you under 
one who, like faithful Abraham, cares for your soul, who is ever 
ready to lead you into the way of salvation, and desires to have you 
meet him in prayer, will you deny yourself this advantage, turn 
away from your divinely appointed helper, and seemingly contemn 
the mercy of God? Forbid it gratitude, forbid it conscience, and 
O Lord forbid it by thy grace. 

We read in Scripture that Isaac ‘“‘had great store of servants,” 
that Jacob “had men servants and women servants.”” Solomon 
says, ‘I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my 
house,”* and Philemon who lived in the New-Testament time, was 
the master of Onesimus. We do not doubt that these pious men 
encouraged their domestics to frequent the holy temple, and im- 
parted to them religious instruction, as they would receive it. But 
whether they neglected religion, or became truly pious, we know 
not; for of course the Bible cannot inform us as to the character of 
sO many persons. We know however that Onesimus was a worthy 
member of Christ’s Church, having been converted under the influ- 
ence of St. Paul. 


* See also Levit. xav. 44, 45. 
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It may be seen then, that both in the New and Old Testa- 
ment are recorded examples of good servants. May their lives be 


, profitable to you to instruct, to reprove, and to incite your imitation. 


Especially considerthe example of your Saviour Jesus Christ, as 
doing honour to your condition in life, and asturnishing the strong- 
est motive for acquiescence in it. Divine Providence knows your 
temper, and all the circumstances of your case. He knows whether 
it is best for you to be rich or poor, high or low, and he will do for 
you what is best; what is best for your true happiness in time and 
im eternity. Trust in him, and indeed be thankful that he chooses 
for his creatures the condition which best suits each of them. If 
you were permitted to choose for yourself, you would most proba- 
bly make a bad choice. You certainly could not decide as well as 
the wise God, he who can see into your hearts and can look into 
futurity. 

But we have many precepts also in the Holy Scriptures addressed 
to servants, and manifesting the interest which our divine ruler is 
pleased to take in their good character. 

The observance of the Sabbath, the indispensable means of che- 
rishing religion in the heart, is commended by our merciful lawgiver 
to the attention of servants. “In it thou shalt do no manner of 
work, thou and thy son, and thy daughter, thy man-servant and thy 
maid-servant.” And here, too, the servant is incidentally remind- 
ed that the master has a delegated authority from the Lord God.— 
Whenever the latter calls upon the former to remember to keep holy 
the Sabbath, and to do no manner of work, he does so by the ex- 
press direction of God, and therefore the servant in obeying man is 
obeying God, who uses man as his agent. When Abraham com- 
manded his children and his household to keep the way of the Lord, 
and to do justice, he was acting by divine authority, and if they 
obeyed, as they might be sure of the divine favour, so if they diso- 
beyed they might be sure of the divine displeasure. 

The duties of servants are laid down more explicitly and fully in 
the New- Testament. (Luke, iii. 14.) St. Paul is copious on this 
subject. In his Epistle tothe Ephesians he writes: “‘ Servants, be 
obedient to them that are your masters, according to the flesh, with 
fear and trembling,” that is, lest you may come short of your duty, 
just as we are told to work out our salvation with fear and trem- 
bling, or a reasonable solicitude to gain the object, “in singleness 
of your heart as unto Christ,” that is, with godly sincerity as for 
Christ’s sake, from respect to his authority, and as if conscious that 
the eyes of the Lord were upon you. ‘“ Not with eye-service, as 
men-pleasers, but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God 
from the heart,” that is, cheerfully, and not being content with an 
outward service, knowing that God seeth the heart and will allow 
no malice or ill will to be harboured there. ‘ With good will, do- 
ing service as to the Lord, and not to men;” as seeking the divine 
favour chiefly, and human favour only in a secondary place— 
“Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same 
shall he receive of the Lord, whether be he bond or free.” God will 
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give to every man according to his wurks, and there is no respect 
of persons with him, no preference, except as founded in the just 
merit of the individual. 

In the Epistle to the Colossians, he varies the expressions, and 
makes them in some instances stronger, but the ideas are nearly the 
sume as those which we have just reviewed. ‘ Servants, obey in 
all things your masters according to the flesh ; not with eye service, 
as men-pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God. And 
whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men ;” 
that is, as if seeking the Lord’s favour, and not man’s, apply your 
whole heart, your utmost desire to its attainment. ‘“ Knowing that 
of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of your inheritance ;” that 
is, the heavenly inhereriance, “ for ye serve the Lord Christ.”” Ye 
are the servants of Christ, to whom, if faithful, he has promised the 


kingdom. “ But he that doeth wrong’—he who neglects any of 


his duties, those of a servant, of course included, * shall receive for 
the wrong which he hath done.” According to his sins, their num- 
ber aud their aggravating circumstances, so shall his punishment 
be. ‘And there is no respect of persons.” God accepteth no man’s 
person, but is influenced in his rewards and punishments by his or 
her doings, without considering their station, except so far as it 
may be an extenuation or aggravation of their transgression. 

In the Ist Epistle to Timothy he says, “ Let as many servants as arc 
under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, tha: 
the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.” It is natu- 
ral for the unbeliever to consider, if he docs not say, what good doth 
the Christian more than others. If he is seen not merely superior, 
but even inferior to the rest of mankind, in the great characteristics 
of piety, benevolence and self-government, instead of adorning the 
doctrine of which he is a disciple, he brings reproach upon it, for 
men will make the system, however unjustly, answerable for the 
imperfections ofits disciples. He not only prevents the increase of 
disciples but he eauses “ the name of God,” and his religion to be 
blasphemed, to be evil spoken of, as if it inculcated the sins which 
its unworthy disciples praetised. If the Christian servant is not 
more obedient, more honest, more devoted to the interests of his 
master, than the servant who is.not a Christian, inevitably he will 
be the occasion of evil speaking against the religion of Christ.— 
How circumspect, then, should all Christians be, seeing the honour 
of their Lord and the advancement of his holy cause depend so 
much on them! ‘And they that have believing masters,” they whose 
masters are Christians, “let them not despise them, because they 
are brethren’—“ despise,” that is, think less of them, withhold 
from them the reverence to which they are entitled by the regula- 
tions of civil society ; but rather do them service, because they “ are 
faithful and beloved partakers of the benefit.” Inasmuch as they 
are faithful to God, beloved as fellow-christians, and partakers of 
the great hope of salvation, they are entitled to a higher degree of 
respect,and a stronger degree of attachment than if they belonged to 
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the class of the worldly, of those who are not faithful to God; net 
united to us in the bonds of the Christian covenant; and not par- 
takers of ‘the means of grace and the hope of glory.” 

In his Epistle to Titus he is even more particular: ‘* Exhort ser- 
vants to be obedient to their own masters, and to please them well 
in all things; not answering again ;” that is, not failing even by an 
answer inthe respect due to them, but observing the humble silence 
which becomes your condition ; “ not purloining,” as alas, they, who 
have the best opportunity, are too apt to do, *“* but showing all good 
fidelity in all things,” and this not merely from « sense of the 
baseness of a breach of trust, but as remembering the obligation 
not to disgrace the holy religion of which they profess to be disci- 
ples; “‘that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things,” “for the grace of God that bringeth salvation, hath appear- 
ed to all men.” The Gospel is offered to all, and therefore all are 
bound to conform to it, “‘ teaching us,”’ as it does so plainly, “ that 
denying ungodliness, and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously and godly in this present world.” Surely, we Christians 
may be content to forego the honours and enjoyments of this world. 
Surely, we have sufficient motives to be temperate in all things, to 
he true and just in all our dealings, to love and obey God, since 
we are “ looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself 
for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” The great end 
of the Christian religion was to make men holy that they might be 
happy ; and if you do not endeavour to be holy, you are Christians 
only in name. Their consolations and eternal inheritance will not 
be your’s. 

The Apostle Peter invites servants to copy the example of their 
Lord Jesus Christ, especially in his patience, and at the same time 
gives them much valuable instruction: ‘Servants, be subject to 
your masters with all fear” or reverence, “ not only to the good and 
gentle, but also to the froward.” This is a remarkable statement. 
The good and gentle are often obeyed, although they may not have 
any authority to require obedience. But even the froward, the un- 
reasonable or unkind, are to be obeyed, if by the providence of 
God, they are related to us as masters, ‘‘ For this is thankworthy, 
if a man for conscience towards God endure grief, suffering wrong- 
fully. For what glory is it, if when ye be buffetted for your faults, 
ye shall take it patiently? But if, when ye do well, and suffer for 
it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For even here- 
unto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example, that ye should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither 
was guile found in his mouth. Who, when he was reviled, reviled 
not again, when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed him- 
self to him that judgeth righteously.” co. 

It is evident then, that “‘ God careth for’~steves, that he has con- 
descended tothem, “‘ men of low estate”; that he has instructed them 
from the earliest period of revelation—from the times of the patri- 
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archs, both by precept and example; that he sent his Son to be « 
model for the imitation not only of the rich and great, but for them 
also, for “* He took on him the form of a servant.” 


<j 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL HYMNS. 

Messrs. Editors,—In your number for November, I perceive a 
Communication headed, “Inquiry respecting Sunday School 
Hymns.” The writer, finding in the “Selection of Psalms and 
Hymns for the use of Sunday Schools,” put forth by the General 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union, siz 4ymns recommend- 
ed for use “at Sunday School Anniversaries; Sermons in behalf 
of Sunday Schools,” &c. which are not in the Collection of Hymns 
appended to the Prayer Book, by the General Convention, wishes 
to know “ by what authority they are so recommended?” His own 
statement is sufficient to furnish the answer—By none ; and as the al- 
lowance of our authorized selection “ to be sung in all congregations 
of our Church, before and after sermons,” is a tacit disallowance of 
all others, the Executive Committee of the Union have been guilty 
of an oversight in recommending those Hymns for use “ at Sermons 
in behalf of Sunday Schools,” and so much of the title of that part, 
(Part IMI.) of their Collection of Hymns ,will have to be erased. But 
this is all. Nothing can be plainer than that the authorities of our 
Church have never legislated, or intended to legislate on the subjec: 
of Sunday School worship, in such extraordinary meetings as Sun- 
day School Anniversaries. We might as wellsay that the 3ith Canon 
requires the use of the whole form of Morning and Evening Prayer 
at every meeting of a Sunday School in which a Clergyman, (as he 
always ought to be,) is present, as that the allowance of our autho- 
rized selection of Hymns requires their use at any Sunday Schoo! 
meeting or Anniversary. A collection ofchildren, with their teach- 
ers and spectators, is not “ a Congregation,” in the ordinary sense 
of that word, nor are the customary proceedings at such a necting 
‘‘a Sermon ;” unless, as is the case in some parts of our Church, 
such be the express provision. ‘The Executive Committee of the 
* Union” were in error when they prefixed to a part of their “ Sc- 
lection” containing six Hymns not in the authorized collection, the 
ttle “for use—at Sermons in behalf of Sunday Schools.” They 
were justifiable in recommending those Hymus “for use at Sunday 
School Anniversaries.” They must erase the latter clause of the 
title of Part III, of their section, as it now stands. ‘They may re- 
tain the remainder with the Hymns. Your friend and 


WELL-WISHER. 





i. 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON SUNDAY MAILS. 


Messrs. Editors,—1 am one of those who regard with much interes' 
the pious endeavours to prevent Sunday Mails. I cannot believe 
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that the Christian religion, the best blessing which the Almighty 
has bestowed on our country, can exist among us, if the Sabbath 
be abolished, aud I view with lively apprehension any thing like an 
approach to that dreadful issue. When I look into the history of 
this country, and contrast the reverence forthe Lord’s Day in times 
one by, on the part of the mass of the people, aud the constituted 
authorities, with the profanation of it, in which a large majority of 
our citizens now habitually indulge; and above all, the legal re- 
quisitions to profane it, of which the laws connected with the Post- 
Office are a memorable illustration, I confess that my heart trem- 
bles, not for the ark of Christ’s Church, for the gates of hell shall 
never prevail against it, but for my country, lest a just God take 
trom her his holy religion. It was not, therefore, without deep re- 
gret that in a recent number of the ‘*‘ Church Register” I noticed 
un article which, to say the least, looked like an expression of ap- 
probation of the course our government has seen fit to pursue in 
relation to Sunday Mails. 

It may be, as intimated in that article, that the petitions against 
Sunday Mails have not pursued their meritorious object in a judi- 
cious manner, But their cause is so good, that if we censure what 
we conceive to be lack of discretion in managing it, we cannot be 
too cautious in avoiding the appearance of favouring the opposite and 
at present, the popular view of the subject. The advocates of the 
unintermitted pursuit of worldly business, of making the moral wel- 
fare of Our country subservient to its worldly prosperity, or more 
properly to its pecuniary aggrandizement, as if a rich nation was of 
course a happy one, already boast that some religious men agree with 
them. Let not this reproach rest on any member of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. A sacred reverence for the Lord’s Day must be 
a cardinal precept with every Christian. And the interference of 
Sunday Mails, with this yery important principle is too obvious to 
need an argument. Congress must be memorialized again and 
again on this subject. ‘There cannot be too much zeal in relation 
to it, except so far as it may interfere with success. Let us all cul- 
tivate a zeal according to knowledge, and pursue our purpose firmly, 
perseveringly, and with the best lights which experience can furnish. 
The opinion has been often expressed, that the mail profanation of 
the Lord’s Day, is but the comencement of a series of measures 
which will inevitably lead to the general profanation of holy 
time. It is an entering wedge, and we must not be surprized, if it 
be allowed to remain, to see business and amusement universally 
supersede the sacred silence and rest which, God be praised, still, 
in a measure, characterize the best day of the seven. 

Since I took up my pen, I am furnished with evidence of the cor- 
rectness of the above opinion, by the following intelligence: ‘ Mr. 
Rives, the new Minister of the United States of America, had an 


audience of His Majesty on Sunday, (at Paris,) to deliver his cre- 


dentials.””. Would one of our Ministers during the Revolution, or 
for some years after, have chosen for such a purpose the Lord’s 
Day? Can this nation expect the blessing of God if she flies in the 
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face of His institutions’? And is not the government answerabl 
for the acts of its representatives if it acquiesces in them: Men in 
all ages need to be told, ‘* Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy.” But this monition it becomes the religious public to re- 
peat, especially at this time typeamesppaerhape. 

fares Ltr 42 


PRAYER. 


Tue following very excellent Prayer by Sir William Jones, has 
been sent us for publication. Many of our readers are, no doubt, 
intimately acquainted with it. To many more of thei, it is proba- 
bly wholly unknown; and it may encourage the disposition to 
pray, in some minds, to find that very distinguished scholar and 
learned jurist, thus beautifully giving utterance to the dictates of a 
humble and fervent devotion. 


“Eternal and incomprehensible mind, who by thy boundless 
power, before time began, created innumerable worlds for thy glory, 
and inuumerable orders of beings fur their happiness, which thy in- 
finite goodness prompted thee to desire, and thy infinite wisdom 
enabled thee to know! We, thy creatures, vanish into nothing be- 
fore thy supreme majesty; we hourly feel our weakness; we daily 
bewail our vices; we continually acknowledge our folly—thee only 
we adore with awful veneration ; thee we thank with the most fer- 
vent zeal; thee we praise with astonishment and rapture—to thy 
power we humbly submit; of thy goodness we devoutly implore 
protection; in thy wisdom we firmly and cheerfully rely. We do 
but open our eyes and instantly we perceive ty divine existence ; 
we do but exert our reason, and in a moment we discover thy divine 
attributes—but our eyes could not behold thy splendour, nor could 
our minds comprehend thy divine essence. We see thee only 
through thy stupendous and all-perfect works; we know thee by 
that ray of light which it hath pleased thee to reveal. Nevertheless, 
if creatures too ignorant to conceive, and too depraved to pursue 
the means of their happiness, may, without presumption, express 
their wants to their Creator, let us humbly supplicate thee to re- 
move froin us that.evil, which thou has permitted for a time to ex- 
ist, that the ultimate good of all may be complete, and to secure us 
from that vice which thou sufferest to spread snares around us, that 
the triumph of virtue may be more conspicuous. Irradiate our minds 
with all useful truth; instil into our hearts a spirit of gencral bene- 
volence ; give understanding to the foolish; meekness to the proud ; 
temperance to the dissolute; fortitude to the feeble-hearted; hope 
to the desponding; faith to the unbelieving ; diligence to the sloth- 
ful; patience to those who are in pain; and thy celestial aid to 
those who are in danger; comfort the afflicted ; relieve the distress- 
ed; supply the hungry with salutary food;and the thirsty with a 
plentiful stream. Impute not our doubts to indifference, nor our 
slowness to hardness of heart; but be indulgent to our imperfect 
nature, and supply our imperfections by thy heavenly favour.— 
‘ Suffer not, we anxiously pray—suffer not oppression to prevail 
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over innocence, nor the might of the avenger over the weakness of 
the just.’ Whenever we address thee in our retirement, from the 
vanities of the world, if our prayers are foolish, pity us; if presump- 
tuous, pardon us; if acceptable to thee, grant them, all-powerful 
God, grant them: and as.witheour.limigg voice, and dying lips we 
val Nex pre s*eer. submission to thy decrees, adore thy providence, 
and bless thy dispensations ; soin all future states, to which we reve- 
rently hope thy goodness will raise us, grant that we may continue 
praising, admiring, venerating, worshipping thee more and more, 
through worlds without number; and ages without end.—Amen. 


—=—>>- 
SIR HUMPHREY DAVY ON RELIGION. 


The following paragraph is credited to him in one of the Liver- 
pool papers. The ‘Boston Courier,” in quoting it, says, ‘“* The 
author is one of the most celebrated of living philosophers; and it 
must be gratifying to the humbler classes of Christians to perceive 
one so rich in talents, accomplishments, and the pride of learning, 
paying so eloquent a tribute to that religion which is their all.”’ 


**T envy no quality of the mind or intellect in others; not genius, 
power, wit or fancy; but if | could choose what would be most de- 
lightful, and I believe most useful to me, I should prefer a firm re- 
ligious belief to every other blessing, for it makes life a discipline of 
goodvess—creates new hopes, when all earthly ‘hopes vanish; and 
throws over the decay, the destruction of existence, the most gor- 
geous of all lights; awakens life in death, and from corruption and 
decay calls up beauty and divinity: makes an instrument of tor- 
ture, and of shame the ladder of ascent to paradise; and far above 
all combinations of earthly hopes, calls up the most delightful vi- 
sions of palms and amaranths, the gardens of the blest, the security 
of everlasting joys, where the sensualist and sceptic view only 


gloom, decay, annihilation and despair!” 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SLAVERY. 


The information contained in the subjoined paragraph, should be 
extensively circulated for the benefit of the Southern Siates. It is 
copied from the Catholic Miscellany, of the 28th November last, and 
shows us the opinion of the Papal See, on matters of vital impor- 


tance to our interests.” A SOUTHERN MAN. 


‘Letters from Rome state that the Pope being informed of the 
constant sale of slaves in the public markets of Rio de Janeiro, and 
of the slave-trade being carried on still in a scandalous manner, has 
charged his Nuncio te represent the matter to the Emperor Don 
Pedro, and to obtain from his Imperial Majesty an act to prohibit 
this infamous traffic, which dishonours a constitutional administra- 
tion, and can suit only tyrannical governments. Christianity has 
done so much against slavery, that Pius VIII. justly comes forward 
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against this odious traffie in slaves, of whatever country or colour 
they may be. It is cheering to find this Pontiff, who, in many re- 
spects, harmonizes so little with the spirit of the age, is animated 
with the zeal of St. Gregory, who wrote such fine works, in order to 
break the chains of all slaves in such countries as are under the influence 


of the Gospel. 


i 


EARLY NOTICES OF THE CHURCH IN SOUTH-CAROLINA. 
(Continued from page 376.) 


1731.—‘‘ The Rev. Mr. Fulton, lately appointed Missionary to 
Christ’ Church, acquaints, that upon his coming into the country, 
and entering upon his mission, he was very joyfully received by 
the people; on his performing Divine Service, the Church could 
scarcely contain the numbers of both Churchmen and Dissenters 
who came to it. That several Dissenters have couformed, and he 
hopes for a general union and good success in his labours. 

“The Rey. Mr. Dwight, Missionary at St. John’s Parish, writes, 
that he hath been last year much afflicted with a fever; but upon 
recovery, used all diligence inthe care of his Parish. Last spring 
he took a journey into some remote parts of the Province, to visit 
some poor people, destitue of a Minister. They are settled fifty 
and seventy miles distant from his Parish. At one place forty peo- 
ple met him at performing Divine Service: at another thirty.— 
Among these poor people he distributed many of the smaller tracts 
which he had of the Society, and which the people received very 
gladly. He recommends those people as very proper objects of the 
Society’s charity ; and desires he may have two or three dozen of 
cheap Common wiry Books, which he will distribute among 
them. In his own Parish he hath baptized nine children, and one 
negro woman, who had been a long time very desirous of it, and 
had taken much pains to prepare and have herself instructed by 
himself. The communicants at Easter last were forty. 

The Rev. Mr. Guy, Missionary at St. Andrew’s Parish, writes to 
the Society, that he hath the satisfaction to see his congregation in- 
creasing with the addition of many souls to the Church; that the 
people in general are very attentive and devout during Divine Ser- 
vice. He acquaints further, that last year he did extend his labour 
into another country, into Providence, one of the Bahama Islands, 
where he hopes he hath done some service. That the occasion of 
his going there was thus :—Governor Rogers arriving at Carolina 
from Providence, informed the Rev. Mr. Garden, Commissary of 
the Bishop of London there, and Mr. Guy, of the extreme want 
there was of a Minister ir that government, which had been without 
one for some years, and pressed Mr. Guy to go over with him, and 
officiate there some months. Mr. Guy, upon considering the great 
usefulness, and almost necessity of the thing, determined to go with 
Governor Rogers. Accordingly he embarked on this charitable un- 
dertaking, the 3d of April, 1731, and arrived at Providence the 12th 
of the same month. Immediately after his arrival, he applied him- 
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self to perform all the offices of his holy function, among a people 
who had lived in want of the administration of all the Divine Or- 
dinances several years. He began with reading prayers every Wed- 
nesday and Friday, in a little neat Church built of wood, which 
was lately finished, and preached every Sunday in the forenoon, 
and read prayers, and baptized the children every Sunday in th« 
afternoon. He was sensible his stay must be but short among them, 
he resolved to lose no time, and therefore visited forthwith, as op- 
portunity gave leave, all the parts of this island, notwithstanding 
the great fatigue of travelling, on account of the rocks they are 
obliged to go over, and the heat of the day, whieh is always very 
great, he baptized in all eighty-nine children and three adults.— 
After this he went down to Harbour Island, and Islathera, the two 
other inhabited islands in this Government, about twenty leagues 
distant from Providence; at a former of these he baptized twenty- 
three children, and at the latter thirteen. Thus during his short 
stay in this government, which was only two months, besides per- 
forming the other offices of reading Divine Service, marrying, visit- 
ing the sick, &c., he has baptized one hundred and twenty-five chil- 
dren, and three adults, for each of which he had the proper sureties 
the Church requires. He likewise administered the blessed Sacra- 
ment twice, but had no more than ten communicants at each time. 
He writes further, the people of this government are in general very 
poor, it would therefore be a great charity to send a Missionary to 
them. He distributed among the people a number of the Bisho; 
of London’s first and second Pastoral Letters, which the peuple 
very thankfully received. He is now returned to his Parish in 
Carolina, and proceeding in his duty there. 

1732.—* By the Rev. Mr. Guy, Missionary at St. Andrew’s, have 


been remitted £13 10 9, being the remaining part of the legacy of 


Mr. George Boyle, deceased. 

“The Rev. Mr. Varnod, Minister at St. George’s Parish, in a 
letter dated January 12, 1732, acquaints the Society, that the nuin- 
ber of persons attending Divine Worship, hath increased so mucli 
that the Parish Church was become too little to hold them, and 
that therefore the inhabitants had put about a subscription paper, 
and twenty-nine persons had already subscribed £3170 of that 
country money, which is about £460 sterling, towards enlarging 
their Church; by which act they have exerted themselves to the 
utmost of their abilities; he had at Christmas last, twenty-one 
white communicants, and eighteen negroes. 

“The Rev. Mr. Lewis Jones, Minister at St. Helen’s, acquaints 
in his letter, May 4, 1732,—That he had in the year past baptized 
sixteen children and two adults, and hath twenty communicants, 


and hath a prospect of a larger congregation, because that part of 


the Province is likely to be better settled in a little time, and the 

inhabitants begin already to increase. There is a neighbouring 

island within his Parish, containing about fifteen families, who are 

very desirous of having Divine Service performed there one Sunday 

in the month, and that he is very willing to encourage their good 
| 
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disposition, and to attend them, as soon as ferries are settled, and 
they have appointed a certain place to meet at. . 
“The Rev. Mr. Fulton, Minister at Christ-Church, acquaints in 
his letter dated September, 30, 1732, That the Bibles and Whole 
Duties of Man sent him by the Society, have been distributed 
among the poorer people, and very thankfully received; that the 
Parish Church there is now finished; that several Dissenters have 
conformed to the Church; that two adult negroes frequently attend 
divine service; and, that the number of his Communicants is about 


thirty.” 
a 


[FROM THE CHURCH REGISTER. } 


Doctor Cooxe’s Essay on the Invalidity of Presbyterian Ordination. 


The following constitutes the first four pages of this extraordinary 
production—and, perhaps, in no other way can public attention be 
more successfully called to it, than by exhibiting, in his own words, 
the process through which the mind of the author passed in coming 
to the opinion, which it is the object of his work to vindicate and 
establish. 

‘*When a man who has, for eighteen years of his life, taken an 
active part in the concerns of a religious society, and promoted its 
interest with all his power, leaves it and attaches himself to another, 
a decent respect for their opinion, as well as a proper regard for his 
owi) character for consistency and uprightness, renders it not im- 
proper that he should state the reasons which induced him to make 
the change. This I propose to do in the following pages. 

“Those who know me intimately, know that I have ever em- 
braced the truth when convinced I had discovered: it, with little 
regard for the consequences that might follow. Having had the 
truths of the Christian religion impressed upon my mind by the 
unwearied care of a most affectionate mother, I occasionally had 
serious reflections on the subject, although, in general, by far too 
indifferent to it, until about nineteen years ago. In the summer of 
1810 | met with a pamphlet called the “Star in the East,” by Dr. 
Buchanan, ‘giving an account, among other things, of the discovery 
of a Christian Church in Hindostan, secluded from all the world, 
which derived its origin from the Apostles themselves. This nar- 
rative produced a very strong impression on my mind, and, as I 
had been for some months more thoughtful than common on the 
subject of religion, I determined to investigate the evidence on 
which the doctrines of the Christian religion rest. Shortly after, a 
book-pedlar passed through the village, and I purchased a bible 
with Canne’s marginal references, and Bishop Porteus’ Evidences 
of the Christian Revelation. 

“I had always been in the habit of requiring strong evidence 
upon every subject, and never vielding assent to any thing that 
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was not supported by it. I sat down, therefore, to the reading of 
Porteus, with the determination narrowly to examine and weigh 
every argument. 

“The result was a strong impression made on my mind by the 
first perusal, during which no quotations from the Scripture were 
examined, the interest excited by the force of argument being too 
great to allow stopping to examine them. The book was read, 
however, very attentively a second time, with careful examination 
of the quotatious of Scripture, and the result was a thorough con- 
victisa of the truth of the Christian Revelation; immediately on 
expressing which to myself, with an audible voice, I felt my mind 
drawn out in a feeling of gratitude and love to that Saviour who 
had died that I might live—the first I had experienced, and not to 
be forgotten while life and recollection shall continue. The first 
reading of this book was in September or October, 1810. It had 
such an effect on my mind as to lead me to regular private devotion. 
The second reading was about Christmas. 

“Between the middle and end of January, I heard my friend 
Mr. Tidings, to whom I was then an entire stranger, preach for the 
first time, and again on the Sunday following, and was so much 
pleased that on the Sunday week after I became a member of the 
Methodist Society, which I then considered the purest Church as to 
doctrine. In that society I have continued ever since, in general 
well satisfied; and among its members, but particularly the preach- 
ers of the Baltimore Annual Conference, I have many valued 
friends. These I would not offend, I would not appear to slight, 
for any thing less than conscience sake. That I have until within 
the last eight weeks taken an active part in promoting the welfare 
of the society which I have left, is well known to some of them, and 
was not long ago evinced in the part I took in the establishment of a 
religious paper to be published by the Methodist Society. 

‘*Soon after that time a volume of Sermons by the Rev. Dr. 
Chapman, for which I had subscribed, was brought home, and for 
some days no attention was paid to it. Ata leisure moment curi- 
osity led me to look into it, when I found the manner and style so 
striking, and the subject so new to me, that I determined to read the 
book. I had heard that the Church denied the validity of Presby- 
teria ordination; but had never thought it worth while to inquire 
into a claim at first sight apparently so extravagant. I was deter- 
mined to see what could be said in support of such pretensions. I 
read carefully the first seven sermons, by which I was most forcibly 
struck. The language chaste, the style perspicuous, I was carricd 
along without labour, and comprehended without the slightest 
effort. ‘The manner of handling the subject was strikingly mode- 
rate, and as charitable as any man could reasonably desire. Sup- 
porting the doctrine of the invalidity of ordination by Presbyters, 
and the validity of Episcopal ordination alone, the author proceeds 
in maintaining the argument without uncharitable reflections; and 
when he condemns, does it in the mildest language, and often or 
always with expressions of good opinion of the motives of the op- 
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posite party. Ifthere is any thing offensive to any one, in the book, 
it is a quotation—and quotations a man ts bound to state as they 
are stated by the author from whom they are taken. ‘To do other- 
wise, to change language, to curtail, to omit material expressions, 
without informing the reader, is to act corruptly, and is so esteemed 
by all men of letters, and justly so. 

“The argument itself is exceedingly strong, and in the language 
of a gentleman of this place in conversation with me, it is the best 
array of the question, perhaps, anywhere to be found in the same 
compass. 

“The strength of the direct argument for the doctrine, and ot 
that indirect one, growing out of the evil consequences of schism, 
or division from the Church, contained in some of the following 
sermons, is such, that I was compelled to say to myself, if these 
facts are so, this doctrine is the truth. Uneasiness now sprung up 
in my mind. The question arose, What if it be true? Can you 
leave your friends, your intimate associates in what has engaged 
so much of your attention, your efforts, your ardent desires for 
eighteen years, and go to a people who, prejudice whispered, are no 
people? The answer of conscience was, If it be truth, embrace it, 
and leave the consequences to Him, who revealed his will to man 
for his guidance. 

“The question now was, Is this doctrine true?’ To determine 
this without delay, I sought information from ministers of the prin- 
cipal denominations involved in the doubt as to the valility of 
Presbyterian ordination, viz. the Presbyterians, the Methodists, 
and Baptists. With one consent they all referred me to Miller's 
Letters on this subject. This book I immediately obtained— 
Emory and Bangs were also mentioned, and were likewise obtained. 

‘Meeting Dr. Chapman in the street, I inquired of him also 
what were the standard works on this controversy. He also men- 
: tioned Miller—and stated that Bowden had answered him. He 
also mentioned Lord King, (by whom Mr. Wesley was influenced,) 
and Slater’s Original Draught in answer to King, as well as Potter 
on Church Government, and Hooker’s Work. 

“IT immediately commenced reading Miller with great attention, 
read over and over the arguments respecting the order of the Church 
in the time of the Apostles, and for centuries afterwards, with his 
quotations from such of the Fathers as could be procured conveni- 
ently—and with regard to those which I had not, | was enabled tu 
form a very good idea from comparing him with Bowden. Thus, 
if he quoted a passage from an author which I had not the means 
of consulting, Bowden was examined to see what reply was made; 
if admitted by him, it could not be questioned; if not admitted, 
Miller’s reply to Bowden’s answer was examined; and if necessary, 
Bowden’s rejoinder to Miller’s reply. So that from the two works 
of each, it was not a difficult matter, with care, to make out what 
was agreed to by both these able disputants, and what was asserted; 
but, when answered, not maintained in the reply, and therefore 
given up: in short, it was difficult to get at the truth. 
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“The result of the whole investigation, after six weeks close 
inquiry, was a thorough conviction of the truth of the doctrine 
that Presbyterian ordination is unauthorized by Scripture, and 
therefore entirely invalid. 

“In order that those of my friends and others into whose hands 
this pamphlet falls, without having it in their power to consult the 
books above-mentioned, may be able to judge of the validity of the 
reasons on which rests the conclusion I have come to, I propose to 
make some remarks on the argument of Dr. Miller, the statements 
he has advanced, and manner in which he has answered the argu- 
ments of the Episcopal writers—and close with a condensed state- 
ment of facts, showing the invalidity of Presbyterian ordination. 


—j>— 


EXTRACTS FROM SHEPPERD ON COMMON PRAYER. 


The rubric before the Absolution in which it is said ‘‘to be made 
by the Priest alone,” shows that “the Morning and Evening 
Prayer, in the original designation of our Reformers was not meant 
to be said in Churches only, but was likewise appointed for the 
service of God, in places not set apart for public worship, and was 
intended for the use of individuals, and private families.” 

Leontius, Bishop of Antioch, A. D. , foreseeing what dis- 
sentions would arise after his decease, applying his hand to his hoary 
locks, observed: ‘** When this snow is dissolved, there will be much 
mire and mud.” 

At Churches, while the people are gathering, would it not be 
expedient in those who first come, to go into the Church and em- 
ploy their time in meditation, reading the Bible, or singing Psalms, 
instead of conversation at the Church doors, which too often is 
inconsistent with the holy character of the day, if it does not 
unfit them for the devotions in which they are about to engage. 
“The early Christians, whilst the congregation were assembling, 
generally sung Psalms. A similar and very laudable practice still 
prevails in several of our Parish Churches, especially in the north- 
ern counties.’ 

Origin of the mark {| in our Bibles.—The Pentateuch was divided 
into sections, so that one might be read every Sabbath day. The 
sections were distinguished in the Hebrew copies by the letter P, 
the initial of pharasha, which signifies separation, or division. 

The words, ‘‘Whose sins thou dost forgive, they are forgiven, 
and whose sins thou dost retain, they are retained, mean that the 
minister shall, to the utmost of his power, instruct the people out of 
the Holy Scriptures: that in particular he shall faithfully declare to 
them, the terms on which forgiveness of sins is promised, and the 
retention of sins threatened, in the Gospel of Christ: that he shall 
explain the qualifications requisite on our part, that we may receive 
in the sacrament of Baptism, ‘remission of sins;’ and in the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s Supper, may be worthy partakers of the body 
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and blood, given and shed for ‘the remission of sins:’ and that 
besides the discharge of his duty in dispensing the absolution of 
word and of prayer, he shall practically, and with due solemnity 
administer the sacraments, which are the means appointed by 
Christ for the obtaining the ‘remission of sins.’ By this due dis- 
charge of his official duty, the minister of the Gospel may, in a 
modified sense of the words, and certainly with no greater latitude 
of expression than is found in other parts of Scripture, be said to 
have the power of remitting and retaining sins. A similar form of 
language is used in the Old Testament, in conferring the prophetic 
function. ‘See, (saith the Lord to Jeremiah,) [ have this day set 
thee over the nations, and over the kingdoms, to root out and to pull 
down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build and to plant: 
(ch. i. ver. 10.) Agreeably to the terms of the commission the pro- 
phet is, in ether parts of the book, addressed by the Almighty as 
exercising a sovereign power of inflicting judgments upon king- 
doms and nations.” (ch. xv. 1, and xxv. 15, &c.) 

‘Bishops and Priests,” says Jerom, “not understanding that 
passage, (Matt. xvi. 19, where our Saviour says to Peter, whatever 
thou shalt bind, &c.) arrogate to themselves a kind of pharisuaical 
superciliousness, so that they condemn the innocent and fancy they 
absolve the guilty. Whereas, before the tribunal of God, the 
inquiry is, not what may be the sentence of priests, but what has 
been the life of those that are to be judged. Concerning lepers, we 
read in Leviticus, where they are commanded to shew themselves 
to the priest, and if they have a leprosy, then let them be made by the 
priest unclean, Not that the priests may make them leprous and 
unclean, but because they have knowledge to perceive, who is 
leprous, and who is not leprous, and can discern who is clean, and 
who is unclean. As then there, (that is, by the Levitical law,) the 
priest makes the leprous clean, or unclean; so here, (that is, under 
the Gospel dispensation,) the bishop, and priest does not bind, or 
loose the innocent, or goilty; but according to his office, when he 
has examined their different offences, he knows who is to be bound, 


and who is to be loosed.” 


The celebrated Reformer, John Calvin, writing to the Protector, 
in the time of Edward VI. says, “As to a form of Prayer and 
Ecclesiastical Rites, I highly approve that it should be certain, 
from which it may not be lawful f*r any minister to depart, as well 
asin consideration of the ignorance and weakness of some, as 
that it may more plainly appear how our Churches agree among 
themselves; and lastly, that a stop may be put to the giddiness of 
those who affect novelties.” 

Confession of Sins.—The Protestant Episcopal Church neither 
commands nor forbids private confession. Indeed, when “any 
man cannot quiet his own conscience, or requires farther counsel,” 
she recommends, but does not enjoin it. This constitutes an im- 
portant distinction between this Church and the Roman. 
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POETRY .—[serecten.} 
TIME. 


How swiftly Time flies, and the longer we live, 
The faster it hastens away; 

For what it in perspective seem’d ages to give, 
In retrospect seems but a day. 


I’ve gathered life’s roses, and felt the rude thorn, 
Which lay in the path where I strayed; 

The roses were bright as the vapors of morn, 
But alas! like a vapor would fade. 


The thorn still remained and it rankled my heart, 
When a white pinioned Seraph appeared, 

It was mild Resignation, she soothed me to rest, 
And the path of my pilgrimage steered. 


She wispered so soft, her words sunk in my soul, 
‘‘Vain mortal forfear to repine, 

“If here the rude passions you learn to control, 
‘‘ Know pleasures eternal are thine.” 


She shewed me a female, who, placed on a rock, 
Immoveably fixed seemed to stand, 

The tempest beat ‘round her, she felt not the shock. 
Tow’rds Heaven she pointed her hand. 


“Behold,” cried my comforter, shrouded in light, 
“The Cross, docked in triumph, appears, 

“Then say what you know.in this valley of night, 
“ Deserving your hopes or your fears.” 


As she spoke every flower its fragrance renewed, 
Her voice so enchantly sweet, 

And, as the blest sign of redemption I viewed, 
The thorn, pointless, fell at my feet. 


No longer the flight, then, of Time I deplore, 
His scythe without terror, I see, 

When his glass shall be broken, his reign be no more, 
Eternity opens to me. 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Correction.—We did not discover in time to notice in our last 
volume, a mistake which we very much regret, viz. the omitting 
the words—“ Extracts from Miss Francis’,”—and the quotation 
marks which are in the manuscript of the article entitled, “‘ Sketch 
of the preaching of .” Our readers were thus erroneously led 
to suppose the article was original. 
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Epitaph.—T he Historian of South-Carolina, makes honourable 
' mention of the Reverend Gentleman to whose memory is inscribed 
the following classical epitaph, on a tomb about to be placed over 


his grave. 

' H. S. E. 

| JOHANNES LUDOVICUS GIBERTUS, 
; Saevientem in religionis reformate Professores 


Patriam fugiens, 
Sociis discipulis que fidelibus comitatus. 
Pius Exal, 
Litora heu longinqua petiit. 
Auspice vero, 
Cui se suaque omnia voverat, 
Deo, 
Mare oceanum permensus, 

Has sylvas quantumvis, eo tempore, horridas, 
Cultis illis quidem, sed presuperstitione scelestis, 
Civibus'nuper suis, Gallis 
Hospitiores expertus, 

Hic pauperem domum posuit, 

Et quavis fortune sorte contentus, 
Modi incorruptam fidei Christiane integritatem servare, 
Atque libertate frui liceret, 

Hec arva 
Produlcibus natis colebat. 

Sed prepropero fato abreptus, 

Vitam haac integerrime, necinfructuose 
actam, 

Cum illa celesti ac sempiterna 


' Commutavit. 
; Augusti MDCCLXXIII. 
Monumentum hoc sepuichrale 
‘ Avo sanctissimo 
Nepos pius 
Jacoznus Lupovicus Petieru, 
Ponendum curavit, 


MDCCCXXIX. 


TRANSLATION. 


Here is buried, 
JOHN LOUIS GIBERT, 
Flying from his country, which was then 
cruelly persecuting the professors of the Reformed 
Religion, a pious exile, accompanied by his faithful disciples 
and associates, he sought a far, far distant shore. But by the blessing 
of God, to whom he had devoted himself, and all that was his, having crossed 
the great deep, and found these forests, however savage at that time, more 
hospitable than his late fellow-countrymen, the French, (a polite and 
cultivated race, but rendered unfeeling by Religious bigotry,) in 
this spot he fixed his humble home; and, content with any 
lot, so he could but preserve his religious faith, and enjoy 
his freedom with peace and tranquillity, he cultivated 
these fields for his beloved children. But too 
soon cut off, he exchanged this transitory, 
for an immortal and heavenly state, 
after a life of integrity and useful- 
ness, August 1773. 
This monument was 
caused to be erected to a most revered 
and excellent Grandfather, by 
his affectionate Grandson, 
James Louis Pgericro, 
1829. 
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Confirmation.—T bis holy rite was administered at St. Philips’ 
Church, on the 2d of December; the number Confirmed were, o{ 
that congregation 14, of St. Michael’s 10, of St. Stephen’s 2:— 
total 26. 

General Convention,—In addition to the particulars of the pro- 
ceedings of this body, as stated in our October number, we derive, 
from the printed Journal just received, the following information :— 

The Standing Committee on the Domestic and Foreign Mission- 
ary Society, iu their report state, that “during the three years last 
past, Churches have been erected under its auspices at St. Louis 
and Detroit. Missionaries, most of whom are now labouring with 
highly encouraging prospects, have been sent to St. Augustine, 
Pensacola and Tallahassee, in Florida; and to Tuscaloosa in 
Alabama; the operations at Green Bay, for some time suspended, 
have been resumed; a settlement of the Oneida Indians in Michigan 
has been taken under the care of the Society; and a Missionary 
Agent has been despatched to Greece to make preparations for 
establishing Schools, and dispensing Christian instruction among 
that interesting and unfortunate people.” 

They offered these resolutions, which were passed. 

“That it be recommended to all Protestant Episcopalians whe 
contribute to the support of general missions, to make the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society the channel of their contributions. 

“That the amendments to the Constitution adopted by the 
Society, and sanctioned by the House of Bishops, be concurred in 
by this House. 

“That it be recommended to the Board to take the earlies 
opportunity of sending a Missionary to Liberia, on the coast of 
Africa, and to restrict their foreign operations to that post, and the 
others already established.” Ther are 20 Auxiliary Societies, $5 
Patrons, 44 Members for Life, an¢ 36 Annual Members. 

The Presiding Bishop stated to the House of Bishops, “ That 
he had obtained, through the good offices of Peter Pederson, Esq. 
Minister Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the King of Denmark, to 
the United States, a full account of the doctrine, the discipline, and 


of the worship of that country, including a statistical account of 


the ministry of the same; which documents the Presiding Bishop 
has caused to be bound, and now submits them to this House, pro- 
posing that they be deposited, with other books and papers, under 
the control of the Convention, in a chest provided by bim for their 
safe keeping. Resolved, that information of this be transmitted to 
the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies, and that it be determined 
with their concurrence, that the said chest be deposited in the 
Library of Christ Church, Philadelphia, with the consent of the 
Rector and the Vestry of the same; to be subject to the future 
order of any Generali Convention.” 

The following declaration was adopted relative to the consecra- 
tion of Bishop Meade. 
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“The Bishops cannot proceed to this important measure, with- 
out declaring their disapprobation of the provision in the election 
of Dr. Meade, which prevents immediate succession to the episco- 
pacy, on the decease of the present Bishop of the diocese. Never- 
theless, this being a new case in questions of consecration in the 
Church in this country, the Bishops, entertaining no doubt of Dr. 
Meade’s succeeding to the diocesan episcopacy, in the event of his 
surviving the present Bishop, have not permitted the preceding 
consideration to be a bar to his consecration. But they cannot 
proceed to it, without declaring unanimously their determination, 
nor without recommending to the future members of this House, 
now that the peculiarities of this case will have ceased, not to give 
such further countenance to the innovation, as might be construed 
to bind it on the Church, to her lasting injury.” 

The Trustees of the Theological Seminary in their report, say— 

“Since the establishment of the Seminary in 1817, one hundred 
and nine young gentlemen, including the present students, have 
entered it.* The present number of alumni is 34, among whom 
the Faculty derive great satisfaction in recognizing some of the 
most valuable and efficient clergymen of our Church. 

“The disproportion between the alumni, that is, those who have 
completed the Seminary course, and received its honors, and those 
who have, at various times, been connected with it, is to be ac- 
counted for in two ways:—In the first place, it was several years 
after the commencement of the operations of the Seminary before 
they were reduced to their present regular system, and Commence- 


ments were held; and secondly, for want of a proper number of 


scholarships, and other means of aiding young men in their sup- 
port while eagaging in a course of study which leaves little time 
at their disposal, many have been obliged to leave the Seminary. 
This evil, it is hoped, will be removed by the liberality of the 
Church, and encouragement is found in the fact, that the board at 
the Seminary, including washing, is less than $2 per week.” 

The cost of the Seminary buildings amounts to $33,520. The 
Library contains 750 folios, 600 quartos, and 2131 octavos, and 
under. 


We subjoin the following abstract of the report on the state of 


the Church. 

‘* Maine.—One new congregation organized, and a Church built. 
There are in all 3 congregations. 

“* New-Hampshire.—8 Episcopal Churches, 5 Presbyters, 4 Dea- 
cons. One new Church built. Sunday Schools in most of the 
Churches. —2 Societies auxiliary to the General Missionary So- 
ciety. 

“* Massachusetts.—31 Clergy. 28 Congregations. 4 new Churches 
consecrated since the last General Convention. Baptisms 823. 
Confirmations 229. Communicants 1415. 1 Society auxiliary to 


" “A few who abandoned the study of divinity, after having entered the 
Seminary, are not here included.” 
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the General Missionary Society. 1 Candidate for Orders. 1 Sun- 
day School Society auxiliary to the General Union.* 

‘*Vermont.—9 Clergy. 2 new Churches built. Communicants, 
over 800. Sunday Schools in most of the Churches. Parish 
Libraries insome. 2 Candidates for Orders. 1 Missionary Society, 
‘Respecting the lands belonging to the Society for propagating the 
Gospel, all the material points of law have been settled in favor of 
the Church; but still there are some suits in Court.’ Baptisms, in 
3 years—adults 63, children 163; Marriages 127; Funerals 160. 

* Rhode-Island.—The Church is gradually increasing. 2 new 
Parishes have been organized. 

‘*Connecticut.—Clergy 59. Parishes 78. Candidates for Holy 
Orders 12. Confirmations 784. Sunday Schools in most of the 
Parishes, in connexion with the General Union. A Church Schol- 
arship Society has been formed for the education of meritorious 
young men; fund, $6,000. 

** New- York.—Presbyters 112, Deacons 16; total 128; of whom 
35 are employed as Missionaries. Candidates for Orders 16. New 
Churches organized 10, do. consecrated 20. Confirmed by the 
Bishop 1954. Parochial returns for two years give, Baptisms 
3472; Marriages 1253; Funerals 2499. Communicants 5556. 
Collections for the Episcopal fund, $1338 31; do. Missionary 
fund, $5702 54; do. Diocesan fund, $1202 33. Sunday Schools 
are very numerous. <A Protestant Episcopal Press has been estab- 
lished, to be devoted to printing, publishing, &c. for the Church at 
large. 

* New-Jersey.—Clergy 20. Congregations 31. Churches 30.— 
New Congregations 3. New Churches built 2. Baptisms 660. 
Confirmed 140. Communicants about 800. A Diocesan Sunday 
School Society has been instituted, in connexion with the General 
Union. 

** Pennsylvania.—Clergy, Presbyters 55, Deacons 12. Congrega- 
tions 71. Added since the last General Convention, 8 Clergymen, 
and 17 Congregations. New Churches consecrated 7. Candidates 
for Holy Orders 15. Confirmed 1017. Baptisms 2211. Commu- 
nicants 2563. Fund for the support of the Episcopate $55,149, 
(including a loan of $30,000); do. for the support of Widows and 
Children of Clergymen $42,595 33. Several Infant Schools have 
been established with success. Sunday Schools are in most of the 
Parishes. 

“‘Delaware.—Clergy 5. New Church consecrated 1. Several 
Parish Libraries have been established. Communicants 217. 

 Maryland.—Clergy 51. Candidates for Orders 4. New Churches 
consecrated 3. Baptisms 3302. Confirmed 575. Communicants 
2325. Sunday Schools are in most of the Parishes. A Society has 
been formed for the relief of aged and infirm Ministers. 


* Contributed to the General Missionary Society, and other missionary objects, 


#1400. 
t Fand for the relief of Widows and Children of Clergymen, $12,000 


Do. of Society for the promotion of Christian knowledge, 1,400 


a 


5 
| 
mt 
a 


0 Hila al sedans mane 


aa ao . 
i Sig PP peal Sad wale adn aS Ob y's 


SH Re Or 





~>™ 


1830. | Religious Intelligence. iy 


“ Virginia.—T he prospects of the Church are said to be encourag- 
ing. A Diocesan Missionary Society has been formed. Several 
new Churches have been consecrated. Clergy 44. 

 North-Carolina.—Clergy 12. Communicants 640. Sunday 
Scholars 500. Congregations 24. Candidates for Orders 2.— 
Episcopal fund $11,405. The Bishop has been freed from Paro- 
chial charge. 

“ South-Carolina.—Congregations 43. Clergy, Presbyters 30, 
Deacons 4. Candidates for Orders 5. New Churches consecrated 
2. Baptisms, Infants 882, Adults 117; Confirmed 386. Com- 
municants 1974, of whom 476 are persons of colour. The Bishop’s 
fund amounts to $9637 80. Sunday School Teachers 150; Schol- 
ars 1215. Contributed to the General Theological Seminary, since 
the last General Convention, $1300 34; previously contributed, 
9017 60; Bishop Dehon Scholarship, 83567 68; Bishop Bowen 
Scholarship, $1551 57; Claremont Scholarship, $48; Total, 
$15,485 19. 

“Georgia.—Clergy not reported. Candidate for Orders 1. Com- 
municants, about 200. There are 2 Sunday Schools; and 2 Soci- 
eties, auxiliary to the General Missionary Society. 

“Ohio.—Clergy 15. Candidates for Orders 2. Baptisms 329. 
Communicants, increase 101. 

* Mississippi.—Congregations 5. Baptisms 65; Marriages 30; 
Funerals 20; Communicants 50. 

Eastern Diocese.—We have not yet received the Journal of its 
last Convention, but from the Bishop’s address we extract as follows: 

“From visiting the Churches in Newburyport and Gardiner I was 
prevented by an uncommon fall of snow in February last: and they 
were the first and only instances in all my journeyings, of my not 
punctually and seasonably fulfilling every enagement.” 

Confirmations have been 164, Candidates for Holy Orders 3, 
Ordinations, 4 Priests and 7 Deacons. 

“The increase of the Church in this Diocese is much paralyzed 
by our deficiency of Clergy. We cannot supply the Parishes we 
now have, much less can we avail ourselves of a whitening harvest. 
As we regard the spiritual wants of our household, and the pros- 
perity of the Lord’s work committed to our care, we should endea- 
vourinevery possible way, to obtain acompetent number of labouring 
ministers, to supply our Parishes and fill our missionary stations.” 

“The Lord, we will yet hope, may open the hearts of some of 
the rich in our communion, to see how much it is, not their duty 
only, but their wisdom and highest good, to give to the Lord, some 
part of what he gives to them. No person, whether rich or poor 
does or can live as a Christian, except he regularly contributes, 
according to his means, for the support of those who labour in word 
and doctrine, and for other charitable purposes. St. Paul directs 
that it should be done once a week, certainly it should be done 
many times in ayear. They who have little must still give of that 
little. It is often and justly said, that the rich ought to give. And 
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should they give ever so liberally, it would excuse no Christian in 
neglecting the duty. We might as well say that the rich must do 
all the praying, because they have more leisure and can better 
spend the time. It is as necessary to the Christian character to 
give to the Lord, as it is to pray to him.” 

“There is no want of means: what is worse than wasted in luxu- 
ries and especially in the uses of tobacco and spirituous liquours, 
would be enough so far as wealth can do it, to convert the world. 
What we need I repeat is a zeal for God, and for the extension of 
the Redeemer’s Kingdom. By foreign enterprize, more perhaps 


than by any other means, this zeal may be excited. ‘The spread of 


the Gospel; the conversion of other nations has a powerful ten- 
dency to interest the feeling, and awaken the attention of God’s 
people. This St. Paul knew, and gave it as one reason why he 
left the Jews and preached to the Gentiles: it was he says, ‘to pro- 
voke them to jealousy ;—to provoke to ermulation them which are 
my flesh, and save some of them.’ ”’ 

Devotion of Children to the Ministry.—Extract of a letter from a 
Minister. ‘The Church has really but a melancholy prospect 
before her, if influential men do not arise in their energy, and rouse 
the Episcopalian community to the point of giving both money 
and children to the service of God. 1 am by no means of the com- 
mon opinion, that indigent intelligence and piety must be looked to 
for our chief supply. It is one of the worst signs of the times, 
that the Church is expected to supply her ranks out of the workshop. 
The ministry, specially, ought to devote their sons solemnly to the 
work, and use every means which devotion and Jabour can suggest, 
to give them the proper qualifications. And by exerting their in- 
fluence over their flocks, many sons of respectable parents might be 
found to take the same course for the same blessed purpose.” 


—p— 


BIBLE QUESTIONS. 


What duties are enjoined in the Epistle for the Fifth Sunday afler Epiphany 
(Colos. iii. 12-17.) 

What instruction is conveyed in the Gospel for the same day? (Matt. xiii. 24-30.) 

Consult Brownell on the Common Prayer; Stanhope on the Epistles and Gospels, 
(vol ii.); Jortin’s Sermons, (vol. i.); Venn’s Sermons, (vol. i.); D’'Oyley and Mant 
Clark, Scott, and other Commentators. 

Answers to be returned the first week in February. 


—pj— 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


‘ The Protestan!.—A new weekly paper with this title, in a quarto form, is about 
to be commenced in the city of New-York. Price, $2 perannum. It will be 
devoted expressly to the exposure of Roman Catholic errors, and the vindication 
of the Protestant faith. The period has arrived when the pretensions of the Roman 
Catholic Church should be impartially and thoroughly examined, and her merits and 
demerits fully exhibited before the public. The unwearied and successful exertions 
of her memnbers to establish the Papal system in various parts of this country, 
should excite the friends of the Protestant religion to vigilance and aetivity. ‘The 
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community is in want of correct information on the Roman Catholic question. Let 

ch information be furnished by “ The Protestant,” in a spirit of Christian candour 
and charity, and beneficial effects will be the result: and the cause of truth will be 
strengthened, and the triumph of pure religion over the erroneous devices of men 
will be hastened.’’—Epis. Watchman. 


“A Sermon, preached before the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, August 17,1829. By the Rev. B. T. Onderdonk, D. D.”’ 

The text is Rev. i. 20. “The seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven 
Churches.” The plan is thus stated,— 

“This light of Divine Truth, so satisfactory, so cheering, and so supporting, the 
Church is God’s honoured instrument of holding forth for the guidance and comfort 
of men in this probationary state. This proposition is true of the great Catholic 
body of the Redeemer which, in the language of our nineteenth article of religion, 
is composed of all who, professing the true faith, enjoy the preaching of the pure 
Word of God, and the due administration of the sacramerts, according to Christ's 
ordinance. It is true, also, according to the obvious sense of text and context, of 
each constituent part of that universal body. Every such part, so duly constituted 
as to preserve the essential characteristics of the Catholic Church of Christ, is a 
candlestick, or a bearer of that light whence flow all the blessings of the religion of 
the Redeemer. 

“This truth may be considered as illustrated by the Word of God, of which the 
Church is the guardian and dispenser; by the sacraments which she is authorized 
to administer; and by the ordinances and services in which she holds out the ap- 

inted means of grace and salvation.”’ pp. 4-5. 

In the application, after adverting to the spiritual desolation of our own country, 


he says :— 

“if these facts are insufficient to warm our hearts, and call forth our energies, 
in the cause of missions, we may well fear that our sensibilities on the subject par- 
take rather of the romantic character, which requires the constant stimulus of an 
interested imagination, than of that true love and devotion to the cause of Christ, 
which builds all warmer feelings on an understanding governed by the honest truth, 
It may be pronounced an unmerited imputation on the holy cause of missions, to 
assert, or directly or indirectly intimate, that its due appreciation requires arguments 
drawn from distant regions. No brethren, strong, deeply interesting, most sensibly 
touching, as those arguments may be and are, they are not necessary. Enough, 
(would to God there were not half so much!) enough, and more than enough, there 
is at home, to stir us up to the holiest and warmest emulation in this best of causes. 
Let justice be done to arguments hence arising, and all tat the love of Christ, and 
the love of the Church, and the love of souls, demand in their favour, be yielded, 
and nothing more is wanted, to invest the spirit of missions with its most powerful 
claims on the affections and the energies wan nature.” p. 18. 

The conclusion is as follows:— 

“And if there are those to whom, on the present occasion, an especial appeal 
should be made, it is to the professed strong friends of those peculiar and distinctive 
principles of the Church, in which we think we see its fairest claim to superiority 
among Christian communions in fitness for the character of being a candlestick for 
bearing God’s own light in all its purity and brilliancy. Very fair and reasonable 
is it to make the grade of effort and contribution in behalf of the Church, the test 
of sincere devotion to its cause. Be that test now applied, inthe fear of God, and 
with a full sense of responsibility to Him, and a just estimate of duty to the 
Church.” p. 20. 

The above extracts,and we need not say we might have enlarged them to the 
advantage of the author, will satisfy our readers that this Sermon not only abounds 
in just sentiments, but that it contains much aliment for reflection. It is an able 
vindication of the doctrine, (which we are sorry to have to say needs champions in 
this age,) that the Church is the pillar and ground of the truth. It lays down sound 
principles which we should rejoice to see generally respected and acted upon. 


“Crisis in the Affairs of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, and an 
Appeal to Episcopalians in its behalf.” 

In this pamphlet of 55 pages, the cause of this meritorious a? is pleaded 
with much seal. It mentions a fact which ought indeed to excite a holy emulation, 
viz. that the “American Board of Commissioners for foreign missions,” which is 
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supported chiefly by Congregationalists and Presbyterians, reported in their twelfth 
year the sum of $300,000 as the amount of their receipts, that is an average oj 
$25,000 a year. We confess we are almost ashamed, even after allowing that 
er me sg are much fewer in number, to state that the receipts of our Genera! 

issionary Society have averaged only about $2,000 a year. Although a sincere 
friend to the above Society, we are not prepared to regard it as more deserving 
than the diocesan Societies, from which our Church has derived so much assistance. 
and to which she still looks, under God, for an increase of her prosperity in the 
old States. Still less prepared are we to intimate, that they who conscien- 
ciously believe that the diocesan Societies have an exclusive claim at present on 
our resources of zeal and money, are “criminally absorbed in local and diocesan 
projects.” As tothe great object, the propagation of the Gospel, we are all agreed. 
As to the best means of pursuing it whether by operations both at home and abroad, 
or exclusively at home; or more especially abroad, because the heathen are in the 
deepest spiritual darkness, there is room for an honest difference of opinion. “ Let 
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. Happy is he that condemneth not 
bimself in that thing which he alloweth.” As to “ the Monthly Concert of Prayer,” 
also recommended by our author, we would respectfully inquire whether the days 
already —. for prayer and praise are as well observed as they should be, and 
if prayers for the success of missions cannot be offered on one of those days, without 
adding to the number in our calendar deemed by some, incorrectly as we conceive. 
to be too many. 


“ The Duty of the Clergy, with respect to inculcating the Doctrine of the Trinity; 
set forth in a Fifth Charge, &c. By Bishop Hobart. Delivered Oct. 1829. 

This is a powerful vindication of the doctrine of which it treats, and of the con- 
sistency of the Protestant Episcopal Church in rejecting other doctrines, which it 
is alleged are supported by the same train of reasoning. ‘The doctrines particularly 
referred to are Transubstantiation and Predestination. The plan of the charge 
leads to a brief refutation of these doctrines, which lie at the root of the systems 
embraced by a large portion of the Christian world, and thus the Charge takes the 
character of a comprehensive vindication of those views of divine truth, which 
our Church holds in opposition to three numerous sects, Unitarians, Papists and 
Calvinists. It is also shown thatthe “eternal generation of the Son” cannot be 
denied but ona principle which would lavelidate the received doctrine of the 
Trinity. 

Of the argumentative and hortatory powers, and the emphatic and elegant style 
of the Bishop, the following extract is a happy specimen:— 

‘It is indeed true, that numerically three cannot be one—and that in regard to 
human things and human persons, three distinct things and three cistinct person: 
cannot be united in one essence or nature. But who will be warranted in applying 
the same affirmation to that divine mind, the very characteristic of which is that it 
is utterly inscrutable? Shall we presumptuous!vy mount 7 into the Heaven ot 
heavens, approach the ineffable essence of the Divinity, and say that the Godhead 
cannot subsist in three persons, each possessing the same divine attributes, and al! 
united in the same infinite and eternal substance? What do we know of this 
divine essence except as it is revealed? 

“The very truth, which the objectors to the Trinity assert, that God is the un- 
caused cause of all things, infinite and eternal, spiritual in his essence, and possessed 
of all perfection, is equally incomprehensible with the Trinity of persons in his 
nature. An uncaused cause of all things—a being produced by no other being! Is 
not this proposition contrary to all our experience? Is it possible for us to com- 

rebend it? A being infinite—no limits of nature, of existence, of operations—a 
ing efernal, who has never ceased to exist, who will never cease to exist! How 

is human reason lost when she launches forth on this boundles and fathomless 
ocean? A being spiritual in his nature! Who bas seen or can see a spirit? — who 
can understand what a spirit is except that it is something divested of corporea! 
properties? A being pervading all space; measuring time and eternity; capable o! 
effecting by a single act the annihilation of that universe, which by a single act he 
created; possessed of a purity which dims the brightness of the heavens, and of @ 
goodness which immeasurably transcends the concentered goodness of the mos' 
exalted seraphs, of all the races of intelligent creatures! Well may human reason 
acsk—How is all this possible? And yet because man, confined to this little spot 0! 
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earth, whose feeble powers cannot account for the smallest particle of that earth 
which binds him to its surface ; because he cannot see how all this is possible; shall 
he, therefore, say that it is not, taat it cannot be—that there is not, that there cannot 
be a God, an uncaused cause of all things, an infinite, eternal, self-existent spirit, 
who, boundless in his perfections, made and governs all? Alas, atheism is the 
dreary gulph into which those must be drawn who will not believe any thing con- 
cerning God which they cannot comprehend. They will not believe that the one 
divine nature subsists in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
because they cannot see how this is possible. Consistency requires that they must 
disbelieve the existence of an infinite, eternal, spiritual, perfect being, the uncaused 
cause of all things; because this is equally inscrutable. Nay, they must disbelieve 
their own existence; because this is full of mystery. They must reject the real 
existence of the objects which surround them; because for the mode of existence, 
and for the phenomena of any one of them, they cannot account. 

“It may be said that our senses ——. us of the existence of external objects, and 
consciousness of our own existence. But the Scriptures reveal also the Trinity of 

rsons in the Godhead, and the Scriptures being inspired, their testimony is infalli- 

le. For the argument refers not to those who disbelieve the Scriptures, not to 

those who admit that the Trinity, if there revealed, should be implicitly received, 
but to those who assert that it cannot be there revealed, and that if there revealed, 
it still cannot receive their assent, because they cannot comprehend it—that is, they 
cannot determine how the Father can be God, the Son God, and the Holy Ghost 
God, and yet these three be united in one God. They reject this fact because the 
cannot comprehend it—they cannot conceive how it can be. In fair and unavoid- 
able consistency, they must reject every other fact, however attested, for which 
they cannot account; their own existence, all existences; for all existences defy in 
some respects human comprehension. Into what a dark abyss of scepticism are 
they plunged!” 


-—f-— 


OBITUARY NOTICES. 


On the 19th ultimo, a large number of persons, notwithstanding the very incle- 
ment weather, assembled to pay the last sad tribute of regard to Mrs. Racuex G. 
Perry, consort of Edward D. Perry, Esq., of this city. Seldom has occurred a 
more affecting funeral scene. Two families mourned the loss of one who, humanly 
speaking, was essential to their happiness. And around the coffin were gathered 
those who knew that the deceased was “a friend indeed;” those who had often 
met her in the social circle of which her urbanity and cheerfulness were the orna- 
ment and the charm, and into which, may we not add, she never introduced an 
unkind remark; and those, both Clergy and Laity, who valued the “communion 
of Saints” and had recognized her as a beloved “sister in Christ.”” But memo 
opened also a fountain of consolation. They sorrowed not, even as others whic 
have no hope, for she died as she had lived, a penitent believer in that Gospel whose 
promises are sure. It is not sufficient to be meek and merciful, and just and true. 
A man, as he would be saved, must love his God; and cherish a dependance on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the only refuge of sinful creatures. 

It was natural that the mother of five young children should have experienced « 
solicitude respecting them in her dying hour. But faith sustained her, and havin 
concurred, according to her judgment, in the best arrangements for their tem ral 
and spiritual welfare, she was willing ‘‘to depart and be with Christ, which is far 
better” than to remain in this state of moral danger, of certain suffering, and at 
best alloyed happiness, and flickering hope. 

An acquaintance of shorter duration than had the nt writer, would have 
sufficed to create in the mind great respect and esteem for the deceased, and a con- 
viction that they were no common sorrows, with which, by her removal, in the sum- 
mer of life, it has pleased a wise Providence to visit a wide circle of relations and 
iriends. By her own request, she was buried in the same grave, in which about a 
year since, in faith and hope, was laid her beloved son, in this respect it would 
seem cherishing the, at least innocent, desire which was expressed by another 
excellent woman, whose life is recorded in the sacred volume. (See Ruth, i. 17.) 
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By a mysterious and most distressing Providence, it has pleased God to remove 
from the world, within two days of each other, the Honourable Bushrop Wasuinc- 
ros, and his Lady; the former on the 26th November, and the latter on the 28th. 

“There was a daily beauty in his life, which won every heart. He was benevo-. 
lent, charitable, affectionate and liberal in the best sense of the terms. He was a 
Christian, full of religious sensibility, and religious humility. Attached to the Epis- 
copal Church by education and choice, he was one of itt most sincere but unos- 
tentatious friends, He was free from bigotry, as any man: and at the same time 
that he claimed the right to think for himself, he admitted without reserve the same 
right in others. He was, therefore, indulgent even to what he deemed errors in 
doctrine, and abhorred all persecution for conscience sake. But what made reli- 
gion most attractive in him, and gave it occasionally even a sublime expression, 
was its tranquil, chee#ful, unobtrusive, meek and gentle character. There was a 
mingling of christian graces in him, which shewed that the habit of his thoughts 
was fashioned for another and a better world. Of his particular opinions on doc- 
trinal points, it is not my intention to speak. Such as they were, though good men 
may differ, as to their correctness, all must agree, that they breathed the spirit of an 
inquisitive Christian.” —Law Intelligencer. 


Es 
BPISCOPAL ACTS. 


ORDINATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Onderdonk, Assistant Bishop of the Protestant Episcopa! 
Church in Pennsylvania.—On Sunday, Nov. 15th, 1829, in St. James’ Church, 
Bristol, the Rev. William Henry Rees, Deacon, was admitted to the Holy Order 
of Priests. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese.—On Thursday, 
Nov. 12th, 1829, in Grace Church, Boston, the Rev. James Sabine, Deacon, was 
admitted to the Holy Order of Priests; and Mr. Henry Blackallen, a Congrega- 
tional Licentiate, was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 


CONSECRATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop df the Eastern Diocese.—On Saturday, 
Oct. 31st, 1829, St. Paul’s Church, Otis, (Mass.) was solemnly consecrated to the 
Christian Worship of Almighty God. Andon Wednesday, Nov. 11th, Trinity 
Church, Boston, was likewise conseerated to the Christian Worship of God. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Meade, Assistant Bishop v Virginia.—On Friday, Oct. 30th, 
1826, a new Episcopal Church in Winchester, ( Vir.) was solemnly consecrated to 
the Christian Worship of God. 

-_—p— 


CALENDAR FOR JANUARY. 


1. Circumcision.—Sermons at St. Philip’s and St. Michael’s in conformity to the 
will of the late Benjamin Smith, thn. 
Monthly Meeting of the Episcopal, Female, Bible, Prayer-Book, and Tract 
Society. 
3. Second aeehes after Christmas. 
4. Quarterly Meeting of the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Society for the 
Advancemen of Christianity in South-Carolina. 
6. Feast of Epiphany. 
10. First Sunday after Epiphany. 
17. Second Sunday after Epiphany. 
24. Third Swuday after ee. 
25. Conversion of St. Paul. 
31. Fourth Su after Epiphany. 





ERRATA. 


In the piece on Sunday Mails.—p. 12, line 18, for “petitions,” read peers 
p. 13, line 5, for “readers,” read rulers. 


